CHAPTER VI

AUGUST i8i4-jANUARY 1816

FROM the day of their departure a joint journal
was kept by Shelley and- Mary, which tells their
subsequent adventures and vicissitudes with the
utmost candour and nawetd. A great deal of the
earlier portion is written by Shelley, but after a
time Mary becomes the principal diarist, and the
latter part is almost entirely hers. Its account of
their first wanderings in France and Switzerland
was put into narrative form by her two or three
years later, and published under the title Journal
of a Six Weeks' Tour. But the transparent sim-
plicity of the journal is invaluable, and carries
with it an absolute conviction which no studied
account can emulate or improve upon. Con-
siderable portions are, therefore, given in their
entirety.

That 28th of July was a hotter day than had
been known in England for many years. Between
the sultry heat and exhaustion from the excitement